
 
 

“Experience the Experience” 

HFTP NE Club Chapter by Bob Shea, CHAE 

 It seems like yesterday our Club Chapter started, yet it was actually 21 years ago. In 

1994, seven clubs applied to the HFTP for a Club Chapter. They were Tedesco, Salem, 

Essex, Bass Rocks, Brae Burn, Myopia and New Bedford YC. 

 In “those days”, the HFTP was called the IAHA. We all used a standalone IBM PC 

desktop computer with an MS-DOS operating system. The 5 ¼” floppy disk was the 

storage media of the day and the monitors were dark CRT screens with a blinking green 

curser, along with green lettering. A few years later, we moved into Windows 98. Who 

knows how many versions of Windows we’ve seen since then? Look where computers 

have taken us today. 

Our Club Chapter was approved and we began to hold monthly meetings. We learned 

more about the HFTP as an organization and what it meant to our group as a resource 

for networking. Speakers were scheduled regularly to talk about contemporary club 

issues. Members became interested in taking the CHAE & CHTP exams. Our chapter 

was beginning to take shape and grow. 

As time went on more and more clubs joined us. Several members started to attend 

the HITEC and HFTP Annual Conferences. We began to realize the educational 

benefits that were being provided and how it helped our individual careers at each club. 

Chapter members seemed to become more confident in their jobs and with one another. 

We also became very good friends in the process. 

Today we have over 70 members comprised mostly of golf clubs, yacht clubs and city 

clubs. There are also 5 CPA firms, 2 colleges, 1 MGA representative and a few 

independent consultants. 
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Looking toward my own retirement next year, I proudly look back at the career path 

chosen 25 years ago in the private club industry. During that time, HFTP has been a 

supportive backdrop in my chosen profession. Taking the CHAE exam, serving on the 

board as a Director and as an Officer, organizing events and working with other 

professionals in the group has all been very rewarding. I can’t imagine any other line of 

work that could have made me any happier. 

In the next few weeks, our Nominating Committee will convene to prepare the slate of 

officers for next year. It is my hope each of you will seriously consider serving on the 

board. It is also my wish every member of our chapter will enjoy the organization as 

much as I have over the years and get involved with this great association. 

Lastly, I would just like to say the HFTP offers a wide array of benefits to those who take 

advantage of them, but it is also only as good as the members who support it. Please 

try to do your part and thanks for all the memorable experiences. 

Sincerely, 

 Bob Shea, CHAE 
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