
 

Chapter Newsletter – May 2018 

2017-2018 Chapter  
Officers & Directors  

President 
Eileen Sarris – The Field Club 

Vice President 
Sharon Litchfield – Laurel Oak 

Secretary 
Jesse Carr – River Wilderness 

Treasurer 
Ronald Robinson – Heron Creek 

Directors 
Adam Balas – Brown & Brown 

James Dumas – Bradenton Country Club 
Christine Fox – Club Pay 

Alison Liska – The Founders Club 
Chris VanUs – Stoneybrook 

Let Us Know What Topics 
You Would Like! 

 
We are starting to plan the  

November 2018 – September 2019  
Chapter Meeting schedule.   

 
Please let Adam Balas know if you have a 

suggestion for a topic or a speaker, or if you would 
like to host a meeting at your Club or Hotel.  

(ABalas@bbsarasota.com)  

Congratulations to our newly elected 
Chapter Officers and Directors for the 
October 2018 – September 2019 
term.   

President 
Chris VanUs 

Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club 
 

Vice President 
Adam Balas 

Brown & Brown 
 

Secretary 
Alison Liska 

The Founders Club 
 

Treasurer 
Ronald Robinson 

Heron Creek Golf & Country Club 
 

Immediate Past President 
Eileen Sarris 
The Field Club 

 

Directors 
Jessica Blondell - RSM US LLP 

B.J. Camarota – Plantation Golf & 
Country Club 

Tom Cramer – Suplee, Shea, 
Cramer & Rocklein, P.A. 

Sharon Litchfield – Laurel Oak 
Country Club 

Steven Meyer – Heritage Oaks Golf 
& Country Club 

Glenn Price – Gasparilla Inn & Club 
Larry Robbins – Brown & Brown 

 

The Officers and Directors will be 
installed at the September Chapter 
meeting. 

 

Chapter Election Results 

Upcoming Chapter Activities  

September 27, 2018 - Venice Golf & Country 
Club  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/september-
27-2018-chapter-meeting-venice-golf-
country-club-tickets-49646380661 
 
October 24 – 26, 2018 – HFTP Annual 
Convention in Louisville, KY 



 

Welcome to our Newest Members: 
Natalie Barber 

Tricia Coyle 
Melissa DeAngelo 

Brent Dykstra 
Josh Haley 

Joshua Herron 
Dave Michaud 

We look forward to getting to know you! 

Natalie Barber 

Controller, Carlouel Beach and Yacht 
Club 

 

Originally from southwest Georgia, Natalie and 
her husband relocated to the Clearwater area from 
Crystal River just three months ago.  She earned 
a B.S. degree in Accounting and Biochemistry 
from Berry College in Rome, Georgia and her 
MBA with a concentration in Accounting from 
Southern New Hampshire University.    

When not at work, you are most likely to find 
Natalie at the beach, scuba diving, Disney World, 
or at car shows and auctions.  Her favorite places 
to travel to are Hawaii, the Bahamas, and several 
places within the U.S.  She has already visited 
more than ten countries and plans on visiting 
many more.  

Brent Dykstra 

Vice President, Commercial Banker  
 

 
 
Brent Dykstra is based at Synovus Bank of 
Florida’s downtown Sarasota office at 1605 Main 
Street and is a seasoned banker, bringing 16 years 
of experience in the financial service industry to 
his role at Synovus. 
 
Brent works with businesses with revenues 
between $2.5 million and $25 million to provide 
financing for working capital, expansion, 
mergers/acquisitions, real estate and equipment 
financing. He partners with credit risk 
management teams to ensure the appropriate 
level of risk assessments are being performed on 
all potential commercial business activities and to 
ensure that all identifies risks are being mitigated 
in accordance with standard operating 
procedures. 
 
Brent is on the Board of Directors of Royal 
Venice and the Early Learning Coalition of 
Sarasota County.  He is also a member of the 
Commercial Investment Division of the Sarasota 
Board of Realtors and is a member of the Synovus 
2014, 215, and 2016 Chairman’s Circle of 
Excellence. 



 

Meet our 
Incoming 
Officers 

Christopher VanUs, President 

Christopher VanUs 
is an Army brat 
who landed in 
Florida. Chris has 
worked in Club 
industry since 
1999. He started as 
a Kinder Kare 
employee at Palma 
Ceia Golf & 
Country Club in 
Tampa, FL and 

became the Assistant Controller in 2008. He took 
the position of Controller at Stoneybrook Golf & 
Country Club of Sarasota in 2012.  Chris joined 
HFTP shortly after being hired at Stoneybrook 
and has served as a Director until now! 

Chris is a two time graduate of USF, receiving his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 2001 and his MBA in 
2009.  

Chris is married to Brittania Lombardi-VanUs 
and they have 4 kids, ages 18, 15, 2, and 4 
months. He enjoys fishing, camping, and 
outdoors and is a fan of the Tampa Bay Lightning 
and USF Bulls.  

Adam Balas, Vice President 

Adam joined Brown & Brown in 
December 2012 and brings over 
thirteen years’ experience in 
customer service and in the 
financial sector. Prior to Brown 
& Brown he worked at Deloitte 
& Touche, as well as a Fortune 

500 financial institution where he played a crucial 
role in developing and managing client 
relationships, notably opening a new retail branch 

in 2009 and growing it to the number one branch 
in the country in 2012.  
 
Adam specializes in working alongside HR 
professionals and C-Suite decision makers on 
lowering rising healthcare costs, providing 
technology solutions to streamline billing and 
administrative processes of manging your health 
plan as well as providing guidance on compliance 
matters. His guiding philosophy is to “do the right 
thing” by advocating on behalf of his clients and 
their employee population.  
 
Throughout his career, Adam has a track record 
of exceptional results, problem solving and 
superior customer service. Adam is a native of 
Massachusetts and earned his Bachelors of 
Science degree in Business Administration in 
New England at Fitchburg State College 
graduating Magna Cum Laude.   

 
Alison Liska, Secretary 
Alison has been in the Hospitality Accounting 
and Technology field for 27 years.  Her career 
started as Controller at Plantation Golf and CC 
and then expanded into the software support and 
training of club and resort software.   Her current 
position at The Founders Golf Club as 
Controller/C.A.M. is now approaching 8 years 
and the longest tenure in her career.  Alison has 
been a member of HFTP for 26 years and has held 
every position including chairperson of the 
Regional Conference held in 2005. 
She has 3 children, 5 grandchildren and chairs the 
Manasota Chapter Charity events which benefit 
The Loveland Center, where her son attends an 
Adult Day Training Program for Adults with 
Disabilities.   

 
Outgoing President, Eileen Sarris and Incoming 

President, Chris VanUs showing their USF Bulls Pride! 



Ron Robinson, Treasurer 

Ron Robinson is the Controller for Heron Creek 
Golf and Country Club in North Port Florida.  He 
has been with the club for six years.  He has been 
a member of the HFTP Manasota chapter during 
those six years.  He has served on the board, and 
has served as Vice-President, President, and this 
will be his second term as Treasurer.   

Prior to his position at Heron Creek, Ron lived in 
South Carolina.  While in the Carolinas, Ron 
worked Keowee Key POA, The Reserve at Lake 
Keowee and the Country Club of Sapphire 
Valley.  He was a member of HFTP in the 
Carolinas.   

Ron has three children, Brant 19, Brady 16 and 
Brynn 5. 

Eileen Sarris, Immediate Past 
President 

Eileen received her Bachelor 
of Science degree Magna 
Cum Laude and Master of 
Accountancy degree from 
USF. Eileen had a 20 year 
career in public accounting at 
Natherson & Company, a 

Sarasota CPA firm, as an audit partner.  She 
accepted the position of Chief Financial Officer 
at The Field Club in October 2012.   

She joined the HFTP Manasota Chapter soon 
after starting at The Field Club.  She served as 
Chapter Secretary and Vice President prior to 
serving as Chapter President for the last 2 years.  
Eileen chaired the 2018 HFTP Florida Regional 
Conference and serves on the Club Advisory 
Council and the Annual Convention Education 
Council for HFTP. She was the CHAE of the 
Year in 2014. 

Her husband, John, is a CPA and they have 2 
children – Matthew who is a freshman at 
Riverview and on the high school golf team, and 
Nicole who is in 7th grade at Sarasota Middle and 
on a competitive dance team. 

2018 HFTP Florida 
Regional Conference 

 

The 2018 HFTP Florida Regional 
Conference was a success!  The Manasota 
Chapter hosted the Regional Conference at 
the Westin in Sarasota July 25 – 27, 2018.  
We had approximately 145 attendees. 

We started out on Wednesday morning with 
the CHAE and CHTP review sessions and 
exams in the afternoon.   

Our official kickoff was on Wednesday 
afternoon with a comedy performance by the 
Bermuda Mavericks, followed by the 
Opening Reception and Vendor Exhibits, 
which provided the first opportunity for our 
attendees to visit the 19 vendor exhibits and 
network with fellow attendees.   

Our educational 
sessions kicked off 
on Thursday 
morning with a 

keynote 
presentation by the 
famous tennis 

coach, Nick Bollettieri, who shared stories 
about his own career and some of his 
successful champion students, revolving 
around a theme of overcoming adversity.  

We had 30 concurrent breakout sessions during 
the day on Thursday and Friday.  The varied 
topics ranged from enhancing your career, 
incorporating innovation in your organization, 
cyber threats, fraud and ethics, sales tax, liquor 
licensing, and much more. 

Of course it wasn’t all serious learning.  We had 
a Casino Night to benefit our Chapter Charity – 
The Loveland Center.  The gaming tables were 
busy all night, and we also had a silent auction 
and 50/50 raffle, raising over $2,500 for The 
Loveland Center.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



September 27, 2018 
Chapter Meeting 

Educational Presentation 
 

“The Economic Effects of 
Red Tide” 

Kelly Defebo is the 
Director of Sales at Visit 
Sarasota County, a 
Destination Marketing 
Organization charged 
with educating the world 
about Sarasota County 
and increasing Economic 
Impact to the area through 
a travel and tourism 
strategy.  

Kelly is a graduate of the University of Florida 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Advertising, and 
holds the Convention Industry Council’s 
Certified Meeting Professional (CMP) 
designation – the foremost certification of the 
meetings industry.  She sits on the St. Armand’s 
Circle Board of Directors and the International 
Inbound Travel Association Committee.  She has 
served for 5 years on the Visit Florida 
International Committee and chaired the Visit 
Florida Meeting Committee. Kelly is also a 
member of multiple travel industry associations. 

 Kelly has lived on the Gulf Coast of Florida for 
35 years, growing up in Port Charlotte, FL and 
has lived in Sarasota County for the last 17 
years.  Kelly lives with her husband, Dean and a 
toy poodle named Velcro and is a bonus mom to 
3 well-adjusted young adults.   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/september-27-
2018-chapter-meeting-venice-golf-country-club-
tickets-49646380661  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like the Manasota Chapter 
on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com
/HFTP-Manasota-Chapter-
179245889527696/ 



  

HFTP has opened online registration for its 

Annual Convention, which it has produced since 

1952. Following the traditional event format, the 

event will offer a variety of educational sessions, 

networking and vendor opportunities. HFTP has 

secured two keynote speakers who will discuss 

topics relating to productivity, engagement, 

collaboration and communication in the 

workplace: Colette Carlson and Curt Steinhorst. 

The HFTP Annual Convention will take place 

from October 24-26 at the brand new Omni 

Louisville Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky USA. 

HFTP Annual Convention full registration 

attendees will have access to three days of 

education, two days of table top exhibits, a 

Welcome Reception and a formal HFTP Tribute 

to Success dinner and dance. The 2018 schedule 

of events is available on the HFTP website, and 

will be continuously updated until the event. 

Additionally, Annual Convention will feature a 

business meeting and the HFTP Helps Silent 

Auction benefiting the HFTP Foundation during 

the HFTP Tribute to Success. The HFTP Greater 

Louisville Chapter will also host a social night 

event on October 25, 2018 at the Kentucky Derby 

Museum to support the HFTP Helps fundraiser. 

"HFTP is excited to host Annual Convention in 

Louisville, Kentucky this year," said HFTP CEO 

Frank Wolfe. "Annual Convention is created 

specifically with our association's members best 

interests in mind - join us this October for 

hospitality education, networking, exhibits, 

vendor interaction, fundraising, fun social events 

and more." 

The dynamic event program will provide relevant 

industry information for hospitality 

professionals. Vendor interaction this year will 

allow attendees to meet with participating 

companies at table top exhibits. Exhibits will be 

open to attendees on Wednesday evening during 

the Welcome Reception, as well as during breaks 

and lunch on the following Thursday. 

Visit the Annual Convention page on the HFTP 

website for complete information about all 

conference events, including the program 

schedule, hotel and travel details and more.  

  



HFTP Helps 2018 — Louisville 
As part of its ongoing charitable efforts, HFTP Helps at 
the 2018 Annual Convention will direct its fundraising 
towards the HFTP Scholarship fund in support of 
hospitality education. From its very beginning, HFTP 
and its chapters have actively provided for students 
working toward a career in hospitality and supporting 
the next generation of hospitality professionals.  

Traditionally, the HFTP Helps program has also 
supported a local charity located in the Annual 
Convention's host city. To follow  tradition, the money 
raised at this year's event for the HFTP Scholarship will 
be directed to area hospitality, finance and technology 
centered education programs overseen by NAF. 

About NAF 

NAF is a national network of education, business, and 
community leaders who work together to ensure high 
school students are college, career and future ready.    

NAF has grown from one NAF Academy of Finance in 
New York City to hundreds of academies across the 
country focusing on growing industries including: 
finance, hospitality & tourism, information 
technology, engineering, and health sciences. During 
the 2017-18 school year, over 100,000 students 
attended 644 NAF academies across 36 states, 
including DC and the US Virgin Islands. In 2017, NAF 
academies reported 97 percent of seniors graduated 
with 90 percent of graduates planned to go to college. 

 
Greater Louisville Chapter Event 

THURSDAY NIGHT SOCIAL AT THE KENTUCKY 
DERBY MUSEUM 

October 25 / 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. / Tickets: $50 donation 
per person 

Experience a piece of Louisville history and contribute 
to HFTP Helps. Attend the Thursday night social event 
hosted by one of HFTP's newest chapters. The event 
will include food and cocktails, a live DJ, tours of 
Churchill Downs Racetrack, and storytelling about 
Halloween haunts and tales of lore that will send a chill 
down your spine. A portion of the tickets will be 
contributed to the 2018 HFTP Helps fundraiser. 

Registration is open at: 
https://qtego.net/qlink/hftp.php#instabuy  

Silent Auction — Donations Requested 

In conjunction with the HFTP Friday Gala, HFTP Helps 
will hold a silent auction in support of the HFTP 
Scholarship fund to be directed to area NAF chapters.  

HFTP is currently seeking item donations for the HFTP 
Helps Silent Auction. To submit a donation click on the 
link below. 

https://hftp.wufoo.com/forms/myaccho1peh255/ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
As a member of the Hospitality Financial and Technology Professionals (HFTP®) Annual Convention Education 
Advisory Council, I would like to personally invite you to attend the upcoming 2018 HFTP Annual Convention, 
October 24-26, 2018 at the Omni Louisville Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky USA. This invitation includes an offer 
code extending the full conference early member rate of $750 USD to you. 
 
Join more than 600 hospitality finance and technology professionals to take advantage of leading hospitality 
education presented by industry experts, featured vendors, networking with colleagues and more.  
 
HFTP Annual Convention Full Conference Registration Includes: 

 Access to all convention activities, including scheduled meal functions 
 Welcome Reception and tabletop exhibits 
 HFTP's Annual Tribute to Success Celebration (formerly known as President's Evening) 
 Two keynote sessions and more than 40+ education sessions 
 HFTP Helps charity auction 

 
Take advantage of this offer by registering online here. 
At checkout use discount code: AC18COUN 
 
If you are not already an HFTP member, reach out to membership@hftp.org to ask how you can take 
advantage of a discounted membership offer for HFTP Annual Convention attendees. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Louisville, Kentucky USA in October! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Eileen A. Sarris, CPA, CHAE 
Chief Financial Officer  
The Field Club, Inc. 
 

 


