Application deadline: 10 May 2022
Competition: 25 May 2022

ABOUT

Designed to reinvigorate the hospitality technology
industry, HFTP’s E20X program features ambitious
entrepreneurs presenting breakthrough business
concepts to a room full of HITEC attendees as well as a
panel of expert judges including hospitality CIOs, angel
investors, serial entrepreneurs and industry insiders.

HISTORY

Hospitality Financial and Technology Professionals (HFTP®)
introduced its hospitality technology start-up pitch
competition Entrepreneur 20X (E20X) on June 15, 2015 at
HITEC Austin. The inaugural event gathered nine
competitors to present their product in four minutes to a
panel of expert judges with backgrounds in hospitality,
technology and entrepreneurship. At the conclusion of the
event, the judges determined which technology was the
most disruptive and game-changing to the industry to
award the top prize, the Judge’s Choice award.
Following the initial success of the competition, HFTP
continues to produce E20X as part of its HITEC program. In
2017, HFTP added another annual E20X competition at
HITEC Europe, when it debuted in Amsterdam that March.
In 2021, E20X Dubai was presented at HITEC Dubai at The
Hotel Show Dubai.

FAST FACTS
 Invited — start-up companies with an established technology
solution that can be directly applied to hospitality.
 Pitchers will be selected from a field of applicants by the
HITEC Dubai Advisory Council.
 The application deadline is 10 May 2022
 Each competitor will have the opportunity to be connected
to hospitality industry mentors to help them prepare their
presentation.
 The 2022 competition will be held on 25 May 2022 at
HITEC Dubai at The Hotel Show Dubai
 One person from each startup will pitch for 4 minutes to a
packed audience and a panel of judges (pitch decks are
allowed, but no props). Immediately following the pitch, the
judges have 4 minutes to ask questions.
 Each startup will compete for the grand prize, or
E20X Judge’s Choice Award, decided and announced
following the competition.

PROMOTION
 Each competitor will be featured on the E20X website,
including a link to their website.
 An introductory video will be produced and included
with each competitor.
 Competitors will be provided with social media assets to
announce their participation.
 Press announcements and continued promotion (before
and after) will be distributed in connection with the
2022 competition.
 A video of the presentations will be taken and published
for promotional use after the event.
 Each competitor will have the opportunity to be
interviewed and profiled after the event.
 Investors and VCs will be invited to the competition.

LOOK BACK
2021 E20X Pitching Companies
VISIT
VISIT
VISIT

VISIT

VISIT

VISIT

VISIT

VISIT

2021

Judges’ Choice Award Winner
The winning company was Hoick presenting its Mining
Experiences™ (MX) software platform. It is a modern
software platform that unlocks experience potential and
helps organizations to continually assess the quality of
their two core experiences: customers and employees.
The company molded cutting-edge technology that
eliminates the experience gap and allows service-oriented
companies to discover, understand and develop
actionable insights to drive the performance forward.

"Competitions like E20X helps startups gain
confidence, and through invaluable feedback,
it enhances products and services that
entrepreneurs are aiming to develop."
Vladan Pantelic,
Principal and Co-founder Hoick

LOOK BACK: 2021 E20X Dubai

Past E20X Winners Feature Profiles
•

E20X Europe 2019 Award Winner Tackles Genuine
Industry Problem and Solves It

•

E20X Amsterdam Judge’s Award Winner KITRO
Designed Innovative Solution to Combat Food Waste

•

Six Months Later: How E20X Helped Elevate a Startup

•

13 E20X Pitches and One Home Run

•

Exclusive Interview: Dual Award Winner Hyre Talks
Entrepreneur 20X (E20X)

Behind the Scenes
Producers
Hospitality Financial and Technology Professionals (HFTP®) established in 1952, is
recognized as the spokes group for the finance and technology segments of the
hospitality industry with members and stakeholders spanning across the globe.

The world’s largest and most expansive hospitality technology event. It offers
extensive networking, education, the latest technology and relationships with
industry vendors.

The Middle East's undisputed flagship event for the hospitality industry
Connecting buyers with key suppliers for over 20 years

Apply

Deadline 10 May 2022

